MID-OHIO VINTAGE TRIALS  -  JULY 26, 2009
by

WILLIAM CATOGNI


Tom Rose and I motored up to Ohio in July to go to the AMA Vintage Motorcycle Days, as we had in past years. As of June I had not pre-entered the trials because the AHRMA event was cancelled, AMA and AHRMA split up over an unsettled lawsuit. Later that month I read about AMA sponsoring a vintage trials along with their vintage grand championship racing schedule at Mid-Ohio. I pre-entered to ride the “B” class on Sunday, two months away. Now I had to go.


It rained the two days before the trials and everything was muddy at the race area. They didn’t cancel anything but they delayed the road racing and motocross. Sunday the sun came out to make it hot. It was still wet under the trees in the wooded trials course.

The week before leaving for the event I was helping Tom push his BSA 650 down the street to see if it would start. I sprained my knee so bad it kept me from tying my shoes.

With 4 loops to ride and my half healed knee I was trying rest between each loop. Tom watched my score and scouted the best lines. He kept reminding me I was in the biggest class by far (Factory Vintage) and the names of entrants took up two scoreboards. My biggest concerns were the brand new observers, who never checked before, and the old style rules. I wasn’t thinking about any of the other riders.

It was not a gate trials but you could ride through another class line as long as you went through your own markers correctly. Any stop of forward motion was an instant “five.”

The mud and rocks were just hard for me to adjust to. Riding against good riders on modern bikes in Florida all season long gave me an edge against other vintage bikes and riders, I think. 

Now for the strange part. This trials was only part of a points race for the AMA “Grand Champion” Vintage Series. Some of the riders were regular AHRMA vintage trials riders like me, most were not. They were entered because they needed points in three different areas of motorcycling (motocross, road race, and trials.) To get points for the Championship in trials you had to ride in the “A” or “B” class (A=Expert, B=Support) whether you had ever ridden trials before. That explains the 10 DNFs from riders who quit or gave up. It also explains why some riders had real low scores, why ride the expert line when you can get more Championship points as a top “B” rider.
I got a second place award and had my FTA t-shirt on at podium time. The FTA t-shirt surprised everyone. They don’t think we have trials in Florida! Now if I could turn my TL125 into a “Roadracer” one day and a “Motocrosser” the next I might get some of those Championship points. You think? 

